London Symphony Orchestra
Sunday 21 May 2017 6.30pm
Trafalgar Square | lso.co.uk/openair
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WELCOME TO OUR ANNUAL CONCERT
IN ONE OF THE CAPITAL’S GREATEST
LANDMARKS – TRAFALGAR SQUARE.
I’m Lucy Griffiths and I’ll be introducing
you to the brilliant sounds of the London
Symphony Orchestra, who’ll be performing
alongside young musicians from LSO On Track
and the Guildhall School of Music & Drama,
conductor Valery Gergiev and pianist
Behzod Abduraimov. We’ll be taking a
journey through music by Rachmaninov,
so sit back and enjoy the concert.

TONIGHT’S MUSIC
Rachmaninov
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini
First Movement from ‘Symphonic Dances’ *
(arr Gareth Glyn)
Movements from Symphony No 2
TONIGHT’S PERFORMERS
Valery Gergiev conductor
Behzod Abduraimov piano
Lucy Griffiths presenter
London Symphony Orchestra
LSO On Track Young Musicians *
Guildhall School Musicians *

IAN ROBERTSON BMW
I wish you a very warm welcome to this evening’s BMW LSO Open Air Classics
concert in Trafalgar Square. This event is all about exciting and inspiring you, our audience,
with an unforgettable experience.
The partnership between one of the world’s greatest orchestras and the BMW Group has,
for six years now, enabled people to experience outstanding open-air musical performances in
an iconic setting. It’s also important to us to support up-and-coming, talented young musicians
by showcasing them at this event. We are looking forward to welcoming thousands of listeners
from all over the world, whether they are new to classical music or seasoned enthusiasts.
This year we say farewell to Maestro Valery Gergiev, who has been a big part of these
concerts right from the very beginning. A passionate supporter of making the arts more
popular and available to everyone, it has always been a great pleasure to see him conduct
in Trafalgar Square. Thank you, Valery!

Dr Ian Robertson (HonDSc)
Member of the Board of Management
of BMW AG, Sales and Brand BMW
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For almost 50 years now, the BMW Group’s cultural engagement programme has focused
on making the arts more accessible to everyone. We are honoured to be a patron of
collaborations with some of the world’s leading cultural institutions and we’re extremely
proud of this concert series with the London Symphony Orchestra.
I wish you a wonderful and truly memorable evening.

KATHRYN MCDOWELL LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
It is a pleasure to welcome you to Trafalgar Square for the sixth BMW LSO Open Air
Classics concert. Returning to this landmark is always a highlight of the Orchestra’s calendar,
and each year it is wonderful to welcome thousands of people to experience the LSO.
Bringing great music to everyone is the LSO’s goal, and BMW LSO Open Air Classics is one of
the most exciting opportunities for us to achieve this. Over the last six years, BMW has shared
and supported us in this vision, making this memorable event possible. We are very fortunate
to have them as our partners, and we thank them for their ongoing support and passion.
Valery Gergiev, who has conducted all six BMW LSO Open Air Classics concerts, joins us in the
Square once again. We are also delighted to welcome rising-star pianist Behzod Abduraimov;
presenter Lucy Griffiths; young musicians from LSO On Track, LSO Discovery’s partnership with
East London Music Education Hubs; and our student partners from the Guildhall School.
There have been many people involved in bringing this concert together, and we offer our
sincere thanks to all of them. We are particularly grateful to Sadiq Khan, the Mayor of London,
for giving us the opportunity to perform in this fantastic landmark.
Kathryn McDowell CBE DL
Managing Director
London Symphony Orchestra

I hope that you enjoy the performance and that we’ll see you again soon at an LSO concert
at the Barbican Centre, the Orchestra’s London home.

#BMWLSOopenair
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SADIQ KHAN MAYOR OF LONDON
There are few places on earth that can rival our city for its arts, culture and music,
and tourists flock here in their millions every year to get a taste of our cultural riches.
I’m delighted to see the LSO bringing another incredible concert to the heart of our great
city in Trafalgar Square.
As well as giving rising young stars from a variety of backgrounds the opportunity to play
alongside world-class musicians, this top showcase of talent will entertain thousands of
Londoners who may have never had the chance to experience this calibre of classical
music before – all for free.
Supporting the next generation of musicians is something we are passionate about at
City Hall, whether it’s through the Mayor’s Music Fund or our young buskers’ competition,
and I want to see even more opportunities like this for aspiring musicians across the city.
Sadiq Khan
Mayor of London

It is these types of events that show London at its outward-looking, open and creative best.
Wishing everyone a wonderful evening!
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INFORMATION
GETTING IN AND OUT …
Entry and exit points are on the upper terrace at either side of the
National Gallery, on the south east corner towards Charing Cross
Station, with an additional exit point only on the west side of the stage
towards The Mall. There will be no readmittance once the Square is full.
FEELING COMFORTABLE?
There are cushions available to rent for just £2 from carts at either
side of the Square. The main toilets and café are located on the
lower terrace at the rear of the Square, and additional toilets are
on the upper terrace.
ACCESS
We have a step-free level access area in the centre of the upper
terrace with wheelchair spaces and a seating bench for companions
and those who may have other access requirements. The area also
has a hearing loop and large print programmes are available. There is a
temporary accessible toilet near this area in addition to the accessible
toilet within the permanent toilet block on the lower terrace; there is
also a lift between the lower and upper terrace. Assistance dogs are
welcome. Please enter the Square via the north west entrance.

WHAT TIME WILL IT FINISH?
About 8.15pm.
WHAT IF IT RAINS?
We’ll play on for as long as we can, but if the rain gets too heavy
we’ll have to stop. There will be messages on the big screens and
announcements made, so sit tight and we’ll keep you posted.
We have plastic ponchos in case you haven’t got an umbrella or coat!
ANYTHING ELSE?
There are two information tents near the entry and exit points
on the upper terrace. Feel free to come and ask us any questions,
or you can ask one of our roaming helpers wearing butterfly t-shirts.
If you want to get in touch with us after today’s event, all our contact
details are on the back page of this programme.
THIS IS MY FIRST ORCHESTRA CONCERT.
WHAT SHOULD I GO AND SEE NEXT?
Visit one of the two information tents near the upper entry and exit
points to speak to LSO staff and volunteers, who’ll be able to guide
you to a concert you’ll enjoy, or visit lso.co.uk/explore for a full
introduction to the world of the LSO.
#BMWLSOopenair
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VALERY GERGIEV CONDUCTOR
Valery Gergiev was the LSO’s Principal
Conductor between 2007 and 2015,
leading performances at the Barbican,
BBC Proms and Edinburgh International
Festival, and tours of Europe, North America
and Asia. He is Artistic and General Director
of the Mariinsky Theatre, Music Director
of the Munich Philharmonic, Principal
Conductor of the World Orchestra for Peace,
Artistic Director of the Pacific Music Festival,
Chair of the Organisational Committee of
the International Tchaikovsky Competition,
Honorary President of the Edinburgh
International Festival and Dean of the Faculty
of Arts at the St Petersburg State University.

in Eilat, Israel. He has led numerous
composer cycles including Berlioz, Brahms,
Dutilleux, Mahler, Prokofiev, Shostakovich,
Stravinsky and Tchaikovsky in New York,
London, Paris and other international cities.
Gergiev also champions contemporary
Russian composers such as Rodion Shchedrin,
Boris Tishchenko, Sofia Gubaidulina,
Alexander Raskatov and Pavel Smelkov.

Valery Gergiev is founder and Artistic Director
of the Stars of the White Nights Festival and
New Horizons Festival in St Petersburg, Moscow
Easter Festival, Rotterdam Philharmonic
Gergiev Festival, Mikkeli Music Festival,
and the Red Sea Classical Music Festival

Valery Gergiev’s many awards include
the People’s Artist of Russia, the Dmitri
Shostakovich Award, the Polar Music Prize,
Netherland’s Knight of the Order of the Dutch
Lion, Japan’s Order of the Rising Sun and
the French Order of the Legion of Honour.
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Gergiev’s recordings on LSO Live and the
Mariinsky Label continually win awards in
Europe, Asia and the United States. Recent
releases on LSO Live include works by Berlioz,
Rachmaninov, Scriabin, Stravinsky and Bartók.

BEHZOD ABDURAIMOV PIANO
Behzod Abduraimov has received international
praise for his performances. In recent seasons
he has worked with orchestras including the
Los Angeles Philharmonic, Boston Symphony,
NHK Symphony and Leipzig Gewandhaus,
and prestigious conductors including
Valery Gergiev, Vladimir Ashkenazy, Manfred
Honeck, Vasily Petrenko, James Gaffigan,
Jakub Hrůša, Thomas Dausgaard and
Vladimir Jurowski. Last season he made
his BBC Proms debut performing with the
Munich Philharmonic under Gergiev.
European highlights this season include
concerts with the Royal Concertgebouw
Orchestra, Munich Philharmonic, Frankfurt
Radio, Philharmonia, Czech Philharmonic
and NDR Elbphilharmonie Orchestra, and
recitals at the Barbican, Konzerthaus
Dortmund and Concertgebouw, Amsterdam.
This year he tours Asia, performing with the
Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra, Seoul

Philharmonic Orchestra and at the National
Centre for the Performing Arts, Beijing,
and embarks upon a recital tour of Australia.
An award-winning recording artist –
his debut recital CD won both the Choc
de Classica and the Diapason Découverte
awards – Behzod released his first concerto
disc in 2014 on Decca Classics, featuring
Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No 3 and
Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No 1 with
the Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della
Rai under Juraj Valčuha.
Born in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, in 1990,
Behzod began to play the piano at the age
of five as a pupil of Tamara Popovich at
Uspensky State Central Lyceum in Tashkent.
He is an alumnus of Park University’s
International Center for Music, where he
studied with Stanislav Ioudenitch, and now
serves as the ICM’s artist-in-residence.
#BMWLSOopenair
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LUCY GRIFFITHS PRESENTER
Lucy Griffiths is one of the most respected
conductor-animateurs of her generation.
Having studied and won several prestigious
prizes in the UK and Canada, her leadership
experience ranges across vocal and
instrumental music-making with professional,
amateur, youth and adult ensembles at
the very highest level of each. It has seen
her appear on TV and radio, premiering
new works, adjudicating competitions,
touring extensively throughout the UK and
internationally, and working alongside some
of the world’s finest musicians and directors.
Lucy is Assistant Director of Music at the
University of Warwick, a post she has held since
2005. She directs the University’s major vocal
and instrumental ensembles and motivates
music-making amongst students, staff and
members of the local community. She is also
Musical Director of the choir of Severn Trent
Water, a post which was created for her after
10
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she led them to victory in the BBC’s inaugural
series of Sing While You Work in 2012.
Lucy is a leading expert in the field of music
education and engagement, specialising in
vocal outreach. She is Conductor of the
London Symphony Orchestra’s Junior
Discovery Choir, and Associate Conductor
of the London Symphony Orchestra’s Senior
Discovery and Community Choirs. In this role
she has worked on premieres of new works
by Sir Peter Maxwell Davies and Jonathan
Dove, and regularly trains choirs to sing with
the LSO. She was previously director of the
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Training Choirs
and also lectured in choral conducting at the
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama.
Lucy’s commitment to music in development
has taken her all over the world, including
leading singing projects for two charities:
African Prisons Project in Uganda and
Songbound in India.

Get to know the LSO

WATCH

LISTEN

EXPERIENCE

Join us at the Barbican for
concerts, family-friendly events and
hour-long performances

Download music and buy CDs from
LSO Live, or watch from home with
our live-streamed concerts

Immerse yourself in our interactive
website LSO Play, or get involved with
music-making at our venue, LSO St Luke’s

lso.co.uk/explore

SERGEI RACHMANINOV COMPOSER PROFILE (1873–1943)
‘The enormous popular success of Rachmaninov’s
music is not likely to last …
… and musicians never regarded it with much
favour’, declared a respected musical dictionary
in the years following Rachmaninov’s death.
It goes down in the annals of getting it wrong,
alongside Decca’s misplaced decision not to
record The Beatles, and Michael Fish’s denial
of any storm on its way – Rachmaninov’s
music has been in the ascendant ever since.
The sniffs of condescension are probably due
to the composer’s opulent, romantic music,
which was very much out of fashion at the
time of his death in 1943.
Rachmaninov was born into a family of
pianists in Semyonov, north-west Russia,
moving to St Petersburg when his parents
split up. A child prodigy, he astonished
his teachers with his pianistic ability and
composition skills, and an early pinnacle
12
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of success was his First Piano Concerto,
written when he was just 18.

‘I write down on paper the
music I hear within me …
What I try to do is to make
it say as simply and directly
what is in my heart when I
am composing.’
Rachmaninov
In his later career, Rachmaninov’s piano and
conducting prowess kept him in cars and
speedboats, but he thought of himself as
first and foremost a composer, and was
often frustrated by his concert schedule
interrupting his time with pen and manuscript.

BEHIND THE MAN
He was destined to be on the move, spending
time in Dresden before the 1917 Revolution
in Russia compelled him, with his wife and
two young children, to leave his beloved
homeland for good. He finally settled in the
US, where he found fame and fortune but
was haunted by his exile: ‘I feel like a ghost
grown alien. I cannot cast out the old way
of life,’ he sighed, and much of his music
has a yearning for his homeland.

NATURAL ABILITY

RACHMANINOV OVERHEARD

The extraordinary size of Rachmaninov’s
hands is the stuff of legend. He could
stretch across 13 white notes on a piano.
That’s a lot of keys – the average span is nine.
There is a theory that he may have suffered
from Marfan’s Syndrome, a connective
tissue disorder that causes elongated
limbs and hands.

Perhaps the most famous use of
Rachmaninov’s music is as the soundtrack
for the classic British melodrama, Brief
Encounter. The romantic emotional Piano
Concerto No 2 accompanies the repressed
emotions of Celia Johnson and Trevor Howard.

In his later years he bought a holiday home in
Lucerne, Switzerland, where he composed his
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini. He died of
cancer in 1943 in Beverly Hills.

AH YES, I REMEMBER IT WELL!
As well as being a virtuoso pianist and
gifted composer Rachmaninov had a
photographic memory and could play pieces
perfectly after only hearing them once.
Mozart was the same. Some people are
far too talented for their own good.

The slow movement of the Second Piano
Concerto also inspired Eric Carmen,
songwriter and Rachmaninov fan, to write
his 1976 pop song All By Myself, later a
big hit for Celine Dion. Unfortunately,
Carmen didn’t realise that, at the time,
Rachmaninov’s music was still in copyright,
and he had to hand over some of the
royalties to the composer’s estate for both
All By Myself and the 1975 Never Gonna
Fall in Love Again.

#BMWLSOopenair
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SERGEI RACHMANINOV RHAPSODY ON A THEME OF PAGANINI (1934)
Behzod Abduraimov piano

T

ake a genius composer who just
happens to be a fabulous pianist
with unfeasibly large hands, add a
catchy tune and hey presto! You get a work
of pure brilliance. As a virtuoso (on the violin),
the Italian composer Niccolò Paganini would
have no doubt been thrilled that the last theme
from his 24 Caprices for Solo Violin was given
such royal treatment by another virtuoso.

NICCOLÒ PAGANINI (1782–1840) was an
Italian violinist, guitarist and composer. He
was the most celebrated violinist of his day
and spent much of his career on tour around
Europe as a travelling virtuoso. He contributed
prolifically to the development of modern violin
technique, greatly expanding the possibilities
of the instrument’s sound.
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Rachmaninov’s Rhapsody is a set of 24
variations, and from the outset the composer
lays his cards on the table: this is going to be
a rollercoaster of a ride. He takes the theme
by the scruff of its neck and shakes it any
which way: upside down, inside out, back to
front, and weaves in a whole host of styles –
impassioned, skittish, morose, mysterious, wild.
There’s something, as they say, for everyone.

Out of all the variations, number 18
(Andante Cantabile: ‘flowing and songlike’)
is the most famous. Unashamedly romantic,
it has been described as ‘pure Hollywood’
and has been used countless times in
many a weepy.
Rachmaninov is just one of several composers
who have fashioned Paganini’s 24th Caprice
into a set of variations, so much so that it
has become iconic. Other composers who
have taken up the challenge include Brahms,
Hungarian composer Ligeti and Andrew Lloyd
Webber, who composed a version in 1977 for
cello (for his brother, Julian) and rock band.

IF YOU LIKED THIS, TRY …
Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No 2, a
sweeping, romantic work that has proved to
be one of the composer’s most popular.

TAKE THE LSO HOME
OTHER FAMOUS VARIATIONS
J S Bach
Goldberg Variations
Beethoven
33 Variations on a Waltz by
Anton Diabelli
Brahms
Variations on a Theme by Haydn
(Variations on the St Anthony Chorale)

RECENT RELEASES ON LSO LIVE, THE LSO’S RECORD LABEL
Available now on Primephonic

Elgar
Variations on an Original Theme
(‘Enigma’)
Britten
The Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra
(Variations and Fugue on a Theme
of Purcell)

Verdi Requiem
The Guardian, The Daily Telegraph, The Financial Times
Mendelssohn A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Album of the Week Sunday Times
Stravinsky The Firebird & Bartók Piano Concerto No 3
BBC Music Magazine
#BMWLSOopenair
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SERGEI RACHMANINOV SYMPHONIC DANCES (1940, arr Gareth Glyn 2017)
1 NON ALLEGRO
LSO On Track Young Musicians
Musicians from the Guildhall School
of Music & Drama

R
MICHEL FOKINE (1880–1942, pictured here
in costume as Harlequin) was a dancer and
choreographer, who notably acted as chief
choreographer for Sergei Diaghilev’s company,
the Ballets Russes, from 1909 to 1914.
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achmaninov obviously felt that
his Symphonic Dances were his
last ‘hurrah’. Of his final completed
work, he said: ‘I don’t know how it happened;
it must have been my last spark.’ The ‘spark’
was originally called ‘Fantastic Dances’, with
the three movements entitled Noon, Twilight
and Midnight, which does suggest the final
stages of life. In fact, in each movement he
quotes from earlier works, making it a kind
of musical aural photo album. At the end of
the movement being played today, the first
of the three Dances, he quotes from his First
Symphony – a rather painful memory as the
premiere was a disaster, partly because of
the poor and allegedly alcoholically soggy

conducting of Alexander Glazunov, causing
Rachmaninov to abandon the piece and have
a major breakdown.
The balletic feel and title of Rachmaninov’s
Symphonic Dances was inspired by the
success of the ballet, choreographed by
Michel Fokine, for the composer’s Rhapsody
on a Theme of Paganini. The rhythmic first
movement certainly lends itself to dance and
has shades of ballets by Russian compatriots:
Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring and Prokofiev’s
Romeo and Juliet, written just a few years
earlier in 1934.
Aliens in New York, Rachmaninov’s family
emigrated to the US following the Russian
Revolution in 1917, but he never forgot his
homeland. You can hear his homesickness in
the beautiful central theme of the movement
being played today – the yearning, keening
strings are evocative of Mother Russia.

For today’s concert, the LSO is joined by
LSO On Track young musicians and students
from the Guildhall School to perform a special
arrangement by Gareth Glyn.

Gareth Glyn, who has arranged today’s version
of the first of Rachmaninov’s Symphonic Dances,
was born in Machynlleth in 1951 but has lived on
Anglesey since 1978.
His compositions have been commissioned
and played by eminent orchestras, ensembles
and bands including the LSO, the BBC Concert
Orchestra, North Carolina Symphony, BBC Scottish
Orchestra, Strasbourg Philharmonic, Ensemble
Cymru, Ulster Orchestra, BBC National Orchestra of Wales, I Musici de Montréal,
Welsh Sinfonia and Royal Ballet Sinfonia. His output encompasses a wide range
of orchestral, chamber and vocal works, as well as numerous compositions and
arrangements which are specially designed for performers of many different abilities
playing together. These are used by orchestras all over the world, including the LSO,
the Berlin Philharmonic, L’Orchestre de Paris, Southwest German Radio Symphony
Orchestra, L’Orchestre Symphonique Divertimento, BBC National Orchestra of Wales
and the San Diego Symphony. Gareth’s arrangement of Elgar’s Nimrod for young
players, with members of the LSO, commissioned for the Opening Ceremony of the
2012 London Olympic Games, was seen by an estimated 900 million viewers worldwide.
#BMWLSOopenair
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SERGEI RACHMANINOV SYMPHONY NO 2 IN E MINOR (1906–07)
2 ALLEGRO MOLTO
3 ADAGIO
4 ALLEGRO VIVACE
RACHMANINOV’S FIRST SYMPHONY
was premiered in 1897, a performance that
can only be described as an unmitigated
disaster. Chief among the many reasons for its
initial failure were lack of proper rehearsal and
the poor performance of conductor Alexander
Glazunov (who many in the audience claimed
was blind drunk during the performance). The
unanimously unfavourable reception of the
symphony sent Rachmaninov into an extended
psychological collapse and a three-year
period of writer’s block, broken only by the
completion of the Second Piano Concerto
in 1900. Despite its initial failure, the First
Symphony is now considered to be amongst
Rachmaninov’s greatest achievements.
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T

quite a trauma though, as he continues:
‘… I finished it a month ago and immediately
put it aside. It was a severe worry to me and
I am not going to think about it any more.’

he disastrous first performance
of Rachmaninov’s First Symphony
had long-term repercussions. It was,
Rachmaninov said, ‘the worst day of my life’,
causing him to fall into a black depression,
and his composing was quite erratic in terms
of output for several years after. It was only
the help of a hypnotist and the resounding
success of his Second Piano Concerto that
tempted him back to the symphony and a
consequent period of fertility.

While the birth of the Second Symphony was
not plain sailing – it went through months of
edits and tinkering – it had a much happier
outcome than the First. Going with the
premise ‘if you want something doing, do
it yourself’, Rachmaninov conducted the
premiere in St Petersburg in 1908; it was
greeted with enthusiasm, won the Glinka Prize
of 1,000 roubles in the same year and quickly
became a staple of the orchestral repertoire.

Rachmaninov kept his embryonic symphony
a secret and was clearly still a little dazed
that he was back in the symphonic saddle
once the news was leaked: ‘I have composed
a symphony. It’s true!’ he wrote in some
astonishment to a friend in 1907. It was still

The full symphony is around an hour, and has
four movements; tonight we hear the final
three movements. The second movement
(Allegro Molto: very quickly) begins with a
bright gallop through the orchestra, before
moving into a broad romantic melody led

‘What is music!? How can one
define it? Music is a calm moonlit
night, a rustling of summer foliage.
Music is the distant peal of
bells at eventide! Music is born
only in the heart and it appeals
only to the heart; it is love!
The sister of music is poesy,
and its mother is sorrow!’
Rachmaninov

by the strings, followed by a repeat of the
scurrying first section. Listen out for the
‘tiddly-pom’ phrase recognisable from the
first movement of the Symphonic Dances.
The third movement (Adagio: quite slow) is
much more relaxed, with sweeping melodies
led by a plaintive clarinet. This gorgeous
movement has inspired many later composers
and musicians, including Eric Carmen,
whose 1975 hit Never Gonna Fall in Love
Again is based on the main theme.

PROGRAMME NOTES © SARAH BREEDEN
Sarah Breeden regularly contributes to
BBC Proms family concert programmes,
has written on film music for the LPO as
well as the LSO, school notes for the London
Sinfonietta and the booklet notes for the EMI
Classical Clubhouse series. She worked for
BBC Proms for several years.

The last movement (Allegro vivace: fast and
lively) is a joyful, festive number, which is
dominated by the central passionate and
dreamy melody. Listen out for a repeat of
the luscious theme from the Adagio, before
the final tumultuous ending.

#BMWLSOopenair
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LONDON’S SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

The London Symphony Orchestra
performs over 120 concerts a year
and was named by Gramophone as one
of the top five orchestras in the world.

In London and across the globe
The LSO is proud to be Resident Orchestra at the Barbican,
where we perform 70 concerts a year. The residency
has enabled us to establish a truly loyal audience and
to fulfil many artistic aspirations. Joint projects between
the Orchestra and the Barbican place us at the heart of
the Centre’s programme. The LSO also enjoys successful
residencies in New York, Paris and Tokyo. Our tour
destinations also include China, Canada, South Korea
and the United States, plus many major European cities.
The LSO is widely acclaimed by audiences and critics alike.

The LSO has an enviable family of artists; our conductors include Sir Simon Rattle as
Music Director designate, André Previn as Conductor Emeritus, Michael Tilson Thomas
as Conductor Laureate, Gianandrea Noseda as Principal Guest Conductor and, from
September, François-Xavier Roth as Principal Guest Conductor. The Orchestra is selfgoverning and made up of nearly a hundred talented players who also perform regularly
as soloists, or in chamber groups in concerts at LSO St Luke’s.

20 LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

In the studio

Experience the LSO at home
Capturing live performances at the Barbican,
LSO Live is the most successful label of its kind
in the world. LSO Live has over 100 releases,
all of which are available globally. Recent
releases include Verdi’s Requiem with
Gianandrea Noseda and Debussy’s opera
Pelléas et Mélisande conducted by Sir Simon
Rattle. A number of LSO performances are
also streamed live on YouTube, and captured
on our innovative digital platform LSO Play.

The LSO is a world-leader in recording music
for film, television and events, and was
the Official Orchestra of the London 2012
Olympic and Paralympic Games ceremonies.
The LSO appeared on stage in the Opening
Ceremony with Rowan Atkinson as Mr Bean,
conducted by Sir Simon Rattle, performing
Chariots of Fire. The LSO has also recorded
music for hundreds of films including recent
releases Suffragette and The Danish Girl, four
of the Harry Potter films, Superman and six
of the original Star Wars movies.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:
THE LSO ON TOUR WITH BERNARD HAITINK,
SIR SIMON RATTLE CONDUCTING THE LSO
AT THE BARBICAN, LSO PRINCIPAL TRUMPET
PHILIP COBB RECORDING FILM SCORES
AT THE ABBEY ROAD STUDIOS

#BMWLSOopenair
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Inspiring music-making …

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:
LSO ON TRACK CLARINET PLAYERS,
LSO SINGING DAY, FAMILY MORNING
AT LSO ST LUKE’S, LSO ST LUKE’S
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LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

The LSO is set apart from other international orchestras by the
depth of its commitment to music education, reaching over
60,000 people each year. The many projects that make up
LSO Discovery offer people of all ages opportunities to experience
and get involved in music-making. Major projects include LSO On
Track, a long-term partnership with East London Music Education
Hubs inspired by the London 2012 Olympics, which, among many
other events, has seen teenagers performing Elgar’s Nimrod in the
Opening Ceremony of the Games, and LSO Sing – a programme of
singing activities designed to draw in singers of all ages and abilities.

… at LSO St Luke’s
LSO St Luke’s, the UBS and LSO Music Education Centre on Old Street, is
the home of LSO Discovery. As well as offering chamber and solo recitals,
it provides inspiring experiences for all kinds of music lover. LSO St Luke’s
artistic partners include BBC Radio 3, the Barbican, Guildhall School,
Heart n Soul (The Albany Deptford), and jazz, world and contemporary
music promoters, Ikon Arts and Serious.
When the corridors aren’t filled with music, the building is an ideal location
for corporate and private events – this unique heritage space provides a
canvas that can be easily adapted to suit any occasion. Income from hire
fees helps support the education work of the London Symphony Orchestra.

Find out more at lso.co.uk
#BMWLSOopenair
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LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ON STAGE
FIRST VIOLINS
Roman Simovic Leader
Lennox Mackenzie
Clare Duckworth
Nigel Broadbent
Ginette Decuyper
Jörg Hammann
Maxine Kwok-Adams
Laurent Quenelle
Sylvain Vasseur
Rhys Watkins
Alain Petitclerc
Martyn Jackson
Hilary Jane Parker
Anna-Liisa Bezrodny
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SECOND VIOLINS
David Alberman
Thomas Norris
Miya Väisänen
David Ballesteros
Matthew Gardner
Julian Gil Rodriguez
Belinda McFarlane
Iwona Muszynska
Paul Robson
Gordon MacKay
Oriana Kriszten
Robert Yeomans

VIOLAS
Edward Vanderspar
Gillianne Haddow
Anna Bastow
Regina Beukes
Robert Turner
Heather Wallington
Jonathan Welch
Maya Meron
Carol Ella
Fiona Dalgliesh

CELLOS
Tim Hugh
Minat Lyons
Alastair Blayden
Jennifer Brown
Eve-Marie Caravassilis
Daniel Gardner
Hester Snell
Miwa Rosso

DOUBLE BASSES
Colin Paris
Patrick Laurence
Matthew Gibson
Thomas Goodman
Jani Pensola
Marco Behtash

FLUTES
Gareth Davies
Alex Jakeman
PICCOLO
Sharon Williams
OBOES
Olivier Stankiewicz
Rosie Jenkins
COR ANGLAIS
Maxwell Spiers

CLARINETS
Andrew Marriner
Chi-Yu Mo
BASS CLARINET
Duncan Gould

HORNS
Timothy Jones
Angela Barnes
Philip Woods
Jonathan Lipton
Tim Ball

BASSOONS
Daniel Jemison
Joost Bosdijk

TRUMPETS
Philip Cobb
Gerald Ruddock

CONTRA BASSOON
Dominic Morgan

TROMBONES
Dudley Bright
James Maynard

TIMPANI
Antoine Bedewi

SUPPORTING THE LSO

PERCUSSION
Neil Percy
David Jackson
Sam Walton
Paul Stoneman

Now more than ever, our supporters play a vital role in
the LSO’s work and success. From concerts at the Barbican
and worldwide touring, to LSO Discovery community
education projects, our supporters help us to look ahead
to an exciting and secure future.

HARP
Bryn Lewis

There are different ways to participate and share our
commitment to bringing the joy of music to millions.

PIANO
Catherine Edwards

LEARN MORE ABOUT SUPPORTING THE LSO
lso.co.uk/supportus
020 7588 1116

BASS TROMBONE
Dan West
TUBA
Leslie Neish

#BMWLSOopenair
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LSO DISCOVERY LSO ON TRACK

S

itting side-by-side with an orchestral musician on
stage is one of the most immersive and memorable
experiences the LSO can offer. It’s an experience that
inspires young musicians, from complete beginners to postgraduate
students working towards becoming professionals.
The Orchestra has set a benchmark for commissioning new music and
arrangements of challenging repertoire which can be played by an
ensemble of mixed abilities, supported by LSO musicians, aiming for
the same quality of sound and professional standards as the LSO itself.
LSO On Track started in the four-year run up to the London 2012 Olympic
and Paralympic Games, and taking the Games’ ethic of ‘Inspiring a
Generation’ the Orchestra, working with its ten partner Music Services
in East London, developed a programme engaging young musicians
from the Olympic Boroughs of all abilities, backgrounds and ages.
The project reached a summit when 80 of these young musicians
appeared in the Opening Ceremony of the Olympic Games, performing
Elgar’s Nimrod side-by-side with LSO musicians.

lso.co.uk/lsodiscovery
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LSO DISCOVERY

The legacy has extended far beyond that once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity and the successful partnership has continued,
with LSO On Track work taking place in schools and music centres,
with young people and their teachers, and through performances
at the Barbican, LSO St Luke’s, and as part of the Orchestra’s
annual concert in Trafalgar Square – BMW LSO Open Air Classics.
And what’s more, the Orchestra now takes this way of working
on tour so that young players as far away as Australia and Japan
have the opportunity to play side-by-side with the London
Symphony Orchestra. What could be more inspiring than that?

LSO DISCOVERY AT LSO ST LUKE’S

M

any of the 60,000 participants that LSO Discovery
engages with every year have come through the
doors at LSO St Luke’s and are members of the public
who want to get involved with music-making.
Free Friday Lunchtime Concerts
Free Friday Lunchtime Concerts offer a chance to hear a short informal
recital by LSO or Guildhall School musicians and learn more about the
music. There’s an introduction and enlightening exploration by regular
presenter Rachel Leach and also the opportunity to ask questions.
LSO Singing Days
Whether you’re a seasoned choral singer or just starting out, there’s
an option for everyone. LSO Choral Singing Days take works being
performed by the Orchestra and London Symphony Chorus and unpack
them with diligent care, led by LSO Choral Director Simon Halsey.
Supported by Sir Siegmund Warburg’s Voluntary Settlement

LSO Create For adults with learning disabilities
Participants and their supporters take part in these interactive
workshops that introduce adults with learning disabilities to
creative music-making in an informal, relaxed environment.
Supported by The City of London Corporation’s Charity,
City Bridge Trust
Digital Technology Group For 12- to 18-year-olds
A chance for teenagers to make the most of the high-tech studio
at LSO St Luke’s and record, produce and mix their own music.
Supported by the Slaughter and May Charitable Trust and LSO Friends
LSO Community Gamelan Group For all over 18
Explore the hypnotic world of Balinese gamelan in weekly musicmaking sessions, which bring together beginners and experienced
players to play gongs, metallophones, drums and bamboo flutes.

Shake, Rattle and Roll! For 1- to 5-year-olds
Interactive, creative and fun music sessions for early years. Adults
and children are invited to move and groove, explore new sounds
and songs and get up close to the instruments of the orchestra.
#BMWLSOopenair
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YOUNG ARTISTS ON STAGE
FIRST VIOLINS
Yasmin Antoniou
Alexander Belay
Isabella Exley
Penelope Jackson
Inova Lee
Conor Masterson •
Lyrit Milgram •
Grace Mo
James Wicks •
SECOND VIOLINS
Christopher Cheung
Franziska Deschner •
Daniel Gill
Lydia Hilton
Aria Kitaguchi •
Lauryn Miller
Jyotsna Mony
Gavin Simon
Thomas Rowan Young •
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VIOLAS
Nimat Awoyemi
Julia Aranda Balibrea
Anna Growns •
Chu-Hui Huang •
Yazmin Meikle
Sergina Sergio
CELLOS
Pemmy Canova
Jade Dickins
Byron McNaughton
Molly McWhirter •
Michael Stevens
Cho Ki Jacky Siu •
DOUBLE BASSES
Nathaniel Elemide
Martin Ludenbach •
Mario Torres Valdivieso •

FLUTES
Ruby Collins-Clifford
Maria Dimitrova
Stephanie Tepper •
Enya Vintila
OBOES
Sana Al-Raimi
Matthew Bannock
Sabrina Borrelli
Corinne Ellul •
CLARINETS
Teri Keenan
Afiya Harper
Heather Ryall •
Atlantic Thoburn
BASSOONS
Assa Kanoute
Thomas Moss •
Jamie Widdop

HORNS
Renee Kennedy •
Abigail Tettey
TRUMPETS
Pearl Bador
Joshua Beaumont
Gideon Brooks •
TROMBONES
Frank Moore
Daniel Batricevic
TUBAS
Sinajus Balcius
Morgan Barber

LSO On Track young musicians were trained and
recruited by the LSO’s Music Education Hub partners
in east London, including the following who have
young musicians on stage this evening:
Barking & Dagenham Community Music Service,
Bird College: Bexley Music Service,
Havering Music School, Redbridge Music Service and
Waltham Forest Music Service.
• Musicians from the Guildhall School of
Music & Drama
The LSO and the Guildhall School collaborate on the
Orchestral Artistry Masters programme, represented
by some of the students on stage tonight.

Smile! The London Bridge City Summer
Festival is back on the 1st June with three
months of free events at London’s most
iconic riverside destination.
Whether it’s a film, live music or a theatre
performance, there’s something for everyone
so be sure to get involved.
For the full summer line-up visit:
www.londonbridgecity.co.uk/events
www.londonbridgecity.co.uk @LDNBridgeCity #LBCSummerFestival

The Ultimate
Driving Machine

DRIVEN BY AMBITION.
FUELLED BY INNOVATION.
THE NEW BMW 5 SERIES.

Official fuel economy figures for the BMW 5 Series range: Urban 29.1 – 64.2 mpg (9.7 – 4.4 l/100 km). Extra Urban 45.5 – 78.4 mpg (6.2 – 3.6 l/100 km). Combined 37.6
– 141.2 mpg (7.5 – 2.0 l/100 km) incl PHEV. CO2 emissions 172 – 46 g/km incl PHEV. Figures are obtained in a standardised test cycle using a combination of battery
power and petrol fuel after the battery has been fully charged. They are intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not be representative of what a user
achieves under usual driving conditions. The BMW 530e iPerformance is a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle that requires mains electricity for charging.

music

has the power
to change lives
The Mayor’s Music Fund offers opportunity and progression
to young musicians who would not otherwise have access.

Find out more

Through scholarships for children from low income
families, and funding inspirational projects, we have
reached over 8,000 young musicians in five years.

by email at chrissy@mayorsmusicfund.org
or by calling 020 7983 4258
 www.mayormusicfund.org

 Please contact Chrissy Kinsella, Chief Executive,

facebook.com/londonsymphonyorchestra

twitter.com/londonsymphony

instagram.com/londonsymphonyorchestra

youtube.com/lso

comment@lso.co.uk

lso.co.uk

London Symphony Orchestra
Barbican Centre
Silk Street, London, EC2Y 8DS
LSO Registered Charity No 232391

Tickets 020 7638 8891
Administration 020 7588 1116

Photographs Igor Emmerich, Kevin Leighton,
Ranald Mackechnie, Hannah J Taylor, Nissor Abdourazakov
Print Tradewinds 020 7277 5162

